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(57) ABSTRACT

In an apparatus for digital image processing, a mapper is
coupled to receive destination pixel information in terms of a
source pixel space, and to provide a 2-dimensional filter ker-
nel with source pixels for the destination pixel information.
An oversampled filter includes predetermined coefficients. A
filter coefficient module is configured to select phase coeffi-
cients from the predetermined coefficients stored in the over-
sampled filter based on proximity to the source pixels in the
filter kernel, and coupled to provide a filter coefficient for
each of the source pixels in the filter kernel. A convolution
module is coupled to receive the source pixels and the filter
coefficients, and to provide a convolution result. The convo-
Iution module is configured to apply the filter coefficients to
the source pixels in a convolution to provide the convolution
result. A normalization module is configured to normalize
either the convolution result or the filter coefficients.

20 Claims, 16 Drawing Sheets
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1
NON-LINEAR IMAGE MAPPING

TECHNICAL FIELD

An embodiment relates to digital image processing using
integrated circuit devices (“ICs”). More particularly, an
embodiment relates to digital image predistortion for non-
linear image mapping.

BACKGROUND

Traditionally, a single set of horizontal and vertical scale
factors have been used for video scaling an entire image. In
such traditional rectilinear scaling, a destination image is
orthogonal to a source image. For such traditional scaling, a
fixed filter kernel size and a small set of filter phases are used
for decomposition of a filter into a cascade of one-dimen-
sional filters, sometimes referred to as separable filters. How-
ever, such traditional scaling is generally not suitable for
nonlinear image mapping.

For nonlinear image mapping or remapping, such as for
example for off-axis dome projection, a video signal may be
pre-distorted to look correct from a viewing position, such as
when projected onto a dome for example. Heretofore, there
were generally three types of video signal predistortion,
namely: off-line, frame-by-frame processing using high qual-
ity filtering techniques in software, such as Adobe After
Effects for example; render-to-texture by graphics processing
units (“GPUs”); and projection of an image onto a curved
mirror with geometry corresponding to that of a dome. How-
ever, each of these conventional types of video signal predis-
tortion has a limitation. For example, off-line, frame-by-
frame processing conventionally takes a significant amount
of'time and thus may not practical in some real-time live video
applications. GPU render-to-texture may provide real-time
performance, but it generally does so with diminished image
quality, which may be due in part due to limitations associated
with bilinear blending filtering used by GPUs. Projection
onto a curved mirror is a mechanical solution that lacks flex-
ibility.

Accordingly, it would be both desirable and useful to pro-
vide video signal predistortion suitable for real-time applica-
tions with enhanced quality and flexibility as compared with
one or more of the above-mentioned conventional types of
video signal predistortion.

SUMMARY

One or more embodiments generally relate to digital image
processing.

An embodiment relates generally to an apparatus. In such
an embodiment, a mapper is coupled to receive destination
pixel information in terms of a source pixel space, and further
coupled to provide a 2-dimensional filter kernel with source
pixels for the destination pixel information. An oversampled
filter includes predetermined coefficients. A filter coefficient
module is configured to select phase coefficients from the
predetermined coefficients stored in the oversampled filter
based on proximity to the source pixels in the filter kernel, and
coupled to provide a filter coefficient for each of the source
pixels in the filter kernel. A convolution module is coupled to
receive the source pixels and the filter coefficients, and further
coupled to provide a convolution result. The convolution
module is configured to apply the filter coefficients to the
source pixels in a convolution to provide the convolution
result. A normalization module is configured to normalize
either the convolution result or the filter coefficients.
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In the embodiment described in the preceding paragraph,
such apparatus may further include one or more of the fol-
lowing. The oversampled filter can be a finite impulse
response filter. The finite impulse response filter can include
a lookup table storing the predetermined coefficients. The
normalization module can be coupled to receive the convo-
Iution result from the convolution module and configured to
normalize the convolution result. The normalization module
can be coupled to receive the filter coefficients from the filter
coefficient module and to provide normalized versions of the
filter coefficients. The normalization module can be coupled
to provide the normalized versions of the filter coefficients to
the convolution module for application to the source pixels
for the convolution. The mapper can further be coupled to
receive an X-scaling factor and a Y-scaling factor for the
destination pixel information. The oversampled filter can be
configurable with respect to size, shape, and orientation
responsive to scaling and content of an image associated with
the destination pixel information. The filter coefficient mod-
ule can store the filter coefficients in a lookup table for
retrieval. The lookup table can be configured to retrieve the
filter coefficients responsive to distance from a center of the
oversampled filter. The oversampled filter can be configured
to be dynamically shaped responsive to an applied filter. The
filter coordinates can be used to look up the predetermined
coefficients of the oversampled filter are remappable respon-
sive to the applied filter. The filter coefficient module can
store the predetermined coefficients in a lookup table with
addresses representing distances. The lookup table can be
configured as a one-dimensional, radially addressed lookup
table.

An embodiment relates generally to a vehicle. In such an
embodiment, a video and graphics processing module has an
image predistorter. A head up display (“HUD”) is coupled to
the video and graphics processing module. A global position-
ing system is coupled to the video and graphics processing
module. At least one camera is coupled to the video and
graphics processing module. The global positioning system is
coupled to provide navigation symbology to the video and
graphics processing module responsive to position informa-
tion. The video and graphics processing module is configured
to register the navigation symbology from the global posi-
tioning system with image information from the at least one
camera and further configured to provide a display image.
The image predistorter is configured to predistort the display
image for projection onto a windshield in a three dimensional
perspective. The HUD is coupled to receive the predistorted
display image.

In the embodiment described in the preceding paragraph,
such vehicle may further include one or more of the follow-
ing. The image predistorter can include a mapper coupled to
receive destination pixel information in terms of a source
pixel space and to provide a 2-dimensional filter kernel with
source pixels for the destination pixel information. The image
predistorter can include an oversampled filter including pre-
determined coefficients. The image predistorter can include a
filter coefficient module can be configured to select phase
coefficients from the predetermined coefficients based on
proximity to the source pixels in the filter kernel and coupled
to provide a filter coefficient for each of the source pixels in
the filter kernel. The image predistorter can include a convo-
Iution module coupled to receive the source pixels from the
mapper and the filter coefficients from the filter coefficient
module, and further coupled to provide a convolution result.
The convolution module can be configured to apply the filter
coefficients to the source pixels in a convolution to provide
the convolution result. The image predistorter can include a
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normalization module configured to normalize either the con-
volution result or the filter coefficients. The HUD can be
coupled to receive the display image predistorted for projec-
tion onto the windshield in the three dimensional perspective
visually aligned with real-world objects viewable by a driver.
The HUD can be an on-dash HUD. A lenticular material can
be positioned over the HUD. The display image cannot be
directly viewable due to being obscured by the lenticular
material. The display image can be configured for viewing as
a reflected image in the windshield.

Another embodiment relates generally to another vehicle.
In such an embodiment, a video and graphics processing
module has an image predistorter. A head up display
(“HUD”) is coupled to the video and graphics processing
module. At least one sensor camera is coupled to the video
and graphics processing module. At least one visual camera is
coupled to the video and graphics processing module. The
video and graphics processing module is coupled to register a
sensor image from the at least one sensor camera with a visual
image from the at least one visual camera, and further coupled
to provide a display image. The image predistorter is config-
ured to predistort the display image for projection onto a
windshield in a three dimensional perspective. The HUD is
coupled to receive the predistorted display image.

In the embodiment described in the preceding paragraph,
such vehicle may further include one or more of the follow-
ing. The image predistorter can include a mapper coupled to
receive destination pixel information in terms of a source
pixel space to provide a 2-dimensional filter kernel with
source pixels for the destination pixel information. The image
predistorter can include an oversampled filter including pre-
determined coefficients. The image predistorter can include a
filter coefficient module configured to select phase coeffi-
cients from the predetermined coefficients stored in the over-
sampled filter based on proximity to the source pixels in the
filter kernel, and coupled to provide the selected phase coet-
ficients as the filter coefficients. The image predistorter can
include a convolution module coupled to receive the source
pixels from the mapper and the filter coefficients from the
filter coefficient module, and further coupled to provide a
convolution result. The convolution module is configured to
apply the filter coefficients to the source pixels in a convolu-
tion to provide the convolution result. The image predistorter
can include a normalization module configured to normalize
either the convolution result or the filter coefficients. The
HUD can be an in-dash HUD. The HUD can be an on-dash
HUD. The HUD can be coupled to receive the predistorted
display image for projection onto the windshield in the three
dimensional perspective visually aligned with real-world
objects viewable by a driver. A lenticular material can be
positioned over the HUD. The display image cannot be
directly viewable due to being obscured by the lenticular
material. The display image can be configured for viewing as
a reflected image in the windshield.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Accompanying drawings show exemplary embodiments.
However, the accompanying drawings should not be taken to
limit the embodiments shown, but are for explanation and
understanding only.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram depicting an exem-
plary embodiment of a columnar Field Programmable Gate
Array (“FPGA”) architecture.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of image predistorter.
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FIG. 3 is a pixel diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of an arbitrary remapping of a portion of an image in
source pixel coordinates.

FIG. 4 is a grid diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of coefficients of a filter grid of an oversampled filter of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a graphical perspective view depicting an exem-
plary embodiment of a 2-D Gaussian filter.

FIGS. 6-1 and 6-2 are flow diagrams depicting respective
exemplary embodiments of pixel processing flows.

FIG. 7-1 is a perspective view depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a 2-D windowed sinc filter.

FIG. 7-2 is a grid diagram a depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a warping map.

FIG. 8 is a graphical diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of separable filtering using intermediate pixels.

FIG. 9 is a graphical diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a filter phase for 1-D filtering.

FIG. 10 is a graphical diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a radial storage for an oversampled filter.

FIG. 11 is a graphical diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a 2-D filter phase constructed from a 1-D
oversampled filter based on distance from a center of a filter
kernel.

FIG. 12 is graphical diagram of a top view depicting an
exemplary embodiment of an approximation of an elliptical
filter.

FIG. 13 is a pictorial diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a conventional HUD-out-the-window view.

FIG. 14 is a pictorial-block diagram depicting an exem-
plary embodiment of a HUD-out-the-window view (“HUD
view”).

FIG. 15 is a ray-trace diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a driver’s view with an on-dash HUD having
a lenticular cover.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a HUD system for an automobile.

FIG. 17 is a flow diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of a HUD setup flow.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth to provide a more thorough description of the spe-
cific embodiments. It should be apparent, however, to one
skilled in the art, that one or more embodiments may be
practiced without all the specific details given below. In other
instances, well known features have not been described in
detail so as not to obscure the one or more embodiments. For
ease of illustration, the same number labels are used in dif-
ferent diagrams to refer to the same items; however, in alter-
native embodiments the items may be different.

Before describing exemplary embodiments illustratively
depicted in the several figures, a general introduction is pro-
vided to further understanding.

Generally, an image is rectilinear. However, projection or
display of an image may be off-axis or on-axis but onto an
irregular (non-rectilinear) surface.

As described below, an image, including video, may be
predistorted so as to appear rectilinear to an observer. Even
though orientation of a projector or contour of a projection or
display surface is described, there are other examples of pre-
distortion correction. For example, a telepresence video con-
ference may have a camera that is off-axis, even though a
display surface, such as monitor screen for example, for such
projection is rectilinear. Furthermore, an image may be pro-
jected on-axis; however, the surface supporting the projector
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may be off-axis or tilted. Moreover, a camera may be in a
fixed position, and a person or other object may move about
an area within such camera’s field of view, predistortion as
described herein below may be used to make it appear as
though the object is centered to the camera without having to
move the camera. Optionally, size of an image may have to be
scaled up or down or both. So even though the following
description is generally in terms of projection of live video
onto a non-rectilinear surface, it should be understood that
there are other useful applications. With the above general
understanding borne in mind, various embodiments for digi-
tal image predistortion for non-linear image mapping are
generally described below.

Because one or more of the above-described embodiments
are exemplified using a particular type of IC, a detailed
description of such an IC is provided below. However, it
should be understood that other types of ICs may benefit from
one or more of the embodiments described herein.

Programmable logic devices (“PLDs”) are a well-known
type of integrated circuit that can be programmed to perform
specified logic functions. One type of PLD, the field program-
mable gate array (“FPGA”), typically includes an array of
programmable tiles or programmable logic resources. These
programmable tiles can include, for example, input/output
blocks (“IOBs”), configurable logic blocks (“CLBs”), dedi-
cated random access memory blocks (“BRAMs”), multipli-
ers, digital signal processing blocks (“DSPs”), processors,
clock managers, delay lock loops (“DLLs”), and so forth. As
used herein, “include” and “including” mean including with-
out limitation.

Each programmable tile typically includes both program-
mable interconnect and programmable logic. The program-
mable interconnect typically includes a large number of inter-
connect lines of wvarying lengths interconnected by
programmable interconnect points (“PIPs”). The program-
mable logic implements the logic of a user design using
programmable elements that can include, for example, func-
tion generators, registers, arithmetic logic, and so forth.

The programmable interconnect and programmable logic
are typically programmed by loading a stream of configura-
tion data into internal configuration memory cells that define
how the programmable elements are configured. The con-
figuration data can be read from memory (e.g., from an exter-
nal PROM) or written into the FPGA by an external device.
The collective states of the individual memory cells then
determine the function of the FPGA.

Another type of PLD is the Complex Programmable Logic
Device, or CPLD. A CPLD includes two or more “function
blocks” connected together and to input/output (“I/O”)
resources by an interconnect switch matrix. Each function
block of the CPLD includes a two-level AND/OR structure
similar to those used in Programmable Logic Arrays
(“PLAs”) and Programmable Array Logic (“PAL”) devices.
In CPLDs, configuration data is typically stored on-chip in
non-volatile memory. In some CPLDs, configuration data is
stored on-chip in non-volatile memory, then downloaded to
volatile memory as part of an initial configuration (program-
ming) sequence.

For all of these programmable logic devices (“PLDs”), the
functionality of the device is controlled by data bits provided
to the device for that purpose. The data bits can be stored in
volatile memory (e.g., static memory cells, as in FPGAs and
some CPLDs), in non-volatile memory (e.g., FLASH
memory, as in some CPLDs), or in any other type of memory
cell.

Other PLDs are programmed by applying a processing
layer, such as a metal layer, that programmably interconnects

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

the various elements on the device. These PLDs are known as
mask programmable devices. PLDs can also be implemented
in other ways, e.g., using fuse or antifuse technology. The
terms “PLD” and “programmable logic device” include but
are not limited to these exemplary devices, as well as encom-
passing devices that are only partially programmable. For
example, one type of PLD includes a combination of hard-
coded transistor logic and a programmable switch fabric that
programmably interconnects the hard-coded transistor logic.

As noted above, advanced FPGAs can include several dif-
ferent types of programmable logic blocks in the array. For
example, FIG. 1 illustrates an FPGA architecture 100 that
includes a large number of different programmable tiles
including multi-gigabit transceivers (“MGTs”) 101, config-
urable logic blocks (“CLBs”) 102, random access memory
blocks (“BRAMs”) 103, input/output blocks (“1OBs”) 104,
configuration and clocking logic (“CONFIG/CLOCKS”)
105, digital signal processing blocks (“DSPs”) 106, special-
ized input/output blocks (“1/0’) 107 (e.g., configuration ports
and clock ports), and other programmable logic 108 such as
digital clock managers, analog-to-digital converters, system
monitoring logic, and so forth. Some FPGAs also include
dedicated processor blocks (“PROC”) 110.

In some FPGAs, each programmable tile includes a pro-
grammable interconnect element (“INT”) 111 having stan-
dardized connections to and from a corresponding intercon-
nect element in each adjacent tile. Therefore, the
programmable interconnect elements taken together imple-
ment the programmable interconnect structure for the illus-
trated FPGA. The programmable interconnect element 111
also includes the connections to and from the programmable
logic element within the same tile, as shown by the examples
included at the top of FIG. 1.

For example, a CLLB 102 can include a configurable logic
element (“CLE”) 112 that can be programmed to implement
user logic plus a single programmable interconnect element
(“INT”) 111. A BRAM 103 can include a BRAM logic ele-
ment (“BRL”) 113 in addition to one or more programmable
interconnect elements. Typically, the number of interconnect
elements included in a tile depends on the height of the tile. In
the pictured embodiment, a BRAM tile has the same height as
five CLBs, but other numbers (e.g., four) can also be used. A
DSP tile 106 can include a DSP logic element (“DSPL”) 114
in addition to an appropriate number of programmable inter-
connect elements. An 10B 104 can include, for example, two
instances of an input/output logic element (“IOL”) 115 in
addition to one instance of the programmable interconnect
element 111. As will be clear to those of skill in the art, the
actual I/O pads connected, for example, to the /O logic
element 115 typically are not confined to the area of the
input/output logic element 115.

In the pictured embodiment, a horizontal area near the
center of the die (shown in FIG. 1) is used for configuration,
clock, and other control logic. Vertical columns 109 extend-
ing from this horizontal area or column are used to distribute
the clocks and configuration signals across the breadth of the
FPGA.

Some FPGAs utilizing the architecture illustrated in FIG. 1
include additional logic blocks that disrupt the regular colum-
nar structure making up a large part of the FPGA. The addi-
tional logic blocks can be programmable blocks and/or dedi-
cated logic. For example, processor block 110 spans several
columns of CLBs and BRAMs.

Note that FIG. 1 is intended to illustrate only an exemplary
FPGA architecture. For example, the numbers of logic blocks
in a row, the relative width of the rows, the number and order
of rows, the types of logic blocks included in the rows, the
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relative sizes of the logic blocks, and the interconnect/logic
implementations included at the top of FIG. 1 are purely
exemplary. For example, in an actual FPGA more than one
adjacent row of CLBs is typically included wherever the
CLBs appear, to facilitate the efficient implementation of user
logic, but the number of adjacent CLB rows varies with the
overall size of the FPGA.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of image predistorter 200. Image predistorter 200
includes a predistortion block 210. In an embodiment, pre-
distortion block 210 is for two-dimensional (“2-D”) image
predistortion. In such an embodiment, a 2-D oversampled
filter may be provided with a 2-D finite impulse response
(“FIR”) filter, as described below in additional detail. In
another embodiment, separable predistortion blocks 210 and
211 may be used. In such an embodiment, one of predistortion
blocks 210 and 211 may be used for one-dimensional (“1-D”)
image predistortion in one direction, such as for horizontal
image predistortion processing for example, and another of
predistortion blocks 210 and 211 may be used for 1-D image
predistortion in another direction, such as for vertical image
predistortion processing. In such an embodiment, a 1-D over-
sampled filter may be provided with a 1-D FIR filter, as
described below in additional detail.

Other than being configured for either horizontal or verti-
cal image processing for example, predistortion blocks 210
and 211 may be the same. While the following description is
directed in the main toward video image processing, other
types of image processing may be performed. Thus, by
image, it should be understood to include either or both mov-
ing digital images and/or still digital images. Furthermore, for
purposes of clarity and not limitation, only predistortion
block 210 is described in detail, and not predistortion block
211 to avoid repetition. Moreover, predistortion block 210 is
generally described as being for 2-D image predistortion,
though predistortion block 210 may be used for 1-D image
predistortion, as will be understood from the following
description.

A video or other image signal 201 having destination pixel
information, namely output pixel information, is provided as
an input to a mapper or re-mapper 220 of predistortion block
210. In addition to mapper 220, predistortion block 210
includes filter coefficient module 240, convolution module
250, and normalization module 260. Such destination pixel
information is provided in terms of a source pixel space.
Mapper 220 is configured to provide a 2-dimensional filter
kernel with source pixels for such destination pixel informa-
tion. While the following description is provided in terms of
hardware, it should be understood that software or a combi-
nation of software and hardware may be used to provide
predistortion block 210. More particularly, the following
description is generally in terms of an FPGA implementation
using DSP resources thereof for real-time video processing.
Furthermore, even though dome projection is generally
described, it should be understood that one or more embodi-
ments hereof may be used for one or more other types of
corrections, including without limitation barrel, pincushion,
horizontal keystone, vertical keystone, and/or rotation,
among other types of applications of predistortion to provide
correction in a viewing space. Furthermore, even though
dome projection is described, other applications include tele-
presence and surveillance, among others. Lastly, by provid-
ing predistortion block 210 using an FPGA, flexibility of
solution is provided over DSPs, GPUs, and ASICs.

For purposes of clarity by way of example not limitation,
FIG. 3 is a pixel diagram depicting an exemplary embodiment
of an arbitrary remapping of a portion of an image 300 in
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source pixel coordinates 311, as generally represented by an
X-Y arrow. By “arbitrary remapping,” it is generally meant a
mapping of destination pixels to a source pixel, where there is
generally no regularity in location and/or scale of such des-
tination pixels. It should be appreciated that other types of
remappings or mappings, including without limitation linear,
regular, or complex, may be used in accordance with the
description herein.

In image 300, circles represent source pixels 301; squares
represent destination pixels 303; and a thick square represents
a destination pixel of interest, namely destination pixel 303D.
Destination pixel 303D may be an output pixel currently
being processed. In this example of FIG. 3, a five-by-five
source pixel space, prior to scaling, is used as generally indi-
cated by box 310. Box 310 represents a 2-dimensional filter
kernel, namely filter kernel 310. With simultaneous reference
to FIGS. 2 and 3, image predistorter 200 is further described.

To generate a filter phase, location of a destination pixel of
interest, namely destination pixel 303D, is provided in terms
of source pixel coordinates 311. Each destination pixel 303
may be processed as described herein; however, generally
processing of a single destination pixel 303D is described for
purposes of clarity. Location of each destination pixel in
terms of source pixel coordinates for linear mappings may be
derived from a start position and per-pixel offsets of each such
destination pixel. For regular and complex mappings, a sparse
grid may be used. Such sparse grid may be stored. For pur-
poses of clarity by way of example and not limitation, one set
of mapping coordinates and scale factors may be stored for
every 32x32 destination pixels in a sparse grid, and such
coordinate and scale factor set may be interpolated to obtain
per-pixel mappings. However, in other embodiments, other
grid spacings may be used.

In the example of FIG. 3, filter kernel 310 nominally is a
five-by-five filter size before scaling, which is used for resa-
mpling. However, it should be understood that other filter
sizes may be used. Filter kernel 310 includes source pixels
301 for a destination pixel 303D currently being processed.

Horizontal pixel scaling may be different from vertical
scaling subject to an X-scaling factor and a Y-scaling factor,
respectively, used for each destination pixel. Scale factors
may be provided to mapper 220 via X scale factor signal 203
and Y scale factor signal 202. Such X and Y scale factors for
each destination pixel 303 may be obtained by interpolation
per destination pixel 303 using a stored sparse grid or by
calculation using source-space locations of neighboring des-
tination pixels.

For example in an embodiment, in a vertical direction,
there may be magnification or upsampling of source pixels,
and in a horizontal direction there may be reduction or down-
sampling of source pixels, or vice versa. Furthermore, in an
embodiment, there may be no scaling. Accordingly, upsam-
pling, downsampling, or no scaling in a horizontal and/or
vertical direction may be used in any combination. However,
for purposes of clarity by way of example not limitation, it
shall be assumed that upsampling is used in a vertical direc-
tion and downsampling is used in a horizontal direction in the
example of FIG. 3. Features that use image scaling include
without limitation, picture-in-picture, zoom in, and zoom out,
among others.

To generally maintain uniform quality in a destination
image, as well as to avoid or mitigate against aliasing, addi-
tional low-pass filtering may be used in the horizontal direc-
tion. Such additional low-pass filtering may be provided by
expanding filter kernel 310 in a horizontal direction. For a
downsampling ratio of 5/4, namely a destination pixel size
divided by a source pixel size, filter kernel 310 may be
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stretched or expanded in a horizontal direction corresponding
to approximately 6.25 source pixels wide. Thus, in this
example, filter kernel 310 may be 5-by-6.25 in source pixel
space after scaling. It should be understood that other down-
sampling ratios, as well as upsampling ratios, may be used.
Along those lines, image predistorter 200 may be configured
for any arbitrary ratio resizing or remapping.

With location of each destination pixel in terms of source
pixel coordinates and with any X and Y scale factors for each
such destination pixel, a filter phase may be determined for
each such destination pixel as described herein. It should be
understood that each such filter phase may be determined to
correct for an associated destination pixel. In other words,
each such filter phase may be tailored or customized to such
destination pixel. Such customization or correctness of a filter
phase on a per destination pixel basis provides for a high-
quality image.

In contrast to conventional multiphase techniques, kernel
filter size may be varied for each destination pixel filter phase
using a single oversampled filter. In other words, kernel filter
size may be dynamically tailored to each destination pixel as
effectively overlaid on an oversampled filter. Along those
lines, the number of taps for each finite impulse response
(“FIR”) may be varied with a fine granularity. Such an FIR
may include a lookup table having predetermined coefficients
in the above example, when the number of taps in a horizontal
direction increases from 5 to 6.25. A fine granularity facili-
tates smaller jumps in filter kernel sizes, namely smaller
jumps in the number of taps inside a filter kernel, and hence
smoother filtering. Furthermore, as described below in addi-
tional detail, for non-uniform spacings of destination pixels
with respect to source pixels, one or more scaling factors, and
consequently size of filter kernels, may vary from pixel to
pixel. By providing in filter coefficient module 240 an over-
sampled filter 230, namely a filter with a large number of
closely spaced coefficients stored for rapid access, a uni-
formly high image quality may be obtained across an image
without a large number of filter kernel sizes and without a
large number of filter phases for each of such kernel sizes
being stored. As shall be appreciated from the following
description, variations in kernel size, filter phase, and number
of'taps in each FIR operation may be dynamically accommo-
dated for real-time video projection.

A setof source pixels 301 encompassed by filter kernel 310
may be determined or calculated based on kernel size of filter
kernel 310 and based on location of a destination pixel 303D
in source space of source pixels 301. Locations of a set of
source pixels 301 in filter kernel 310 determine a filter phase
to be used. Effectively, a custom filter phase may be provided
for each destination pixel 303 selected.

FIG. 4 is a grid diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of coefficients 401 of a filter grid 400 of an oversampled
filter 230 of FIG. 2. Oversampled filter 230 may be an FIR
filter. Coefficients 401 may form a dense or fine grid pattern in
a source space. Along those lines, source pixels 301 may be
filtered with oversampled filter 230 for a destination pixel
303D in a filter kernel 310. This may be understood as having
a grid of source pixels 301 overlaid on a fine filter grid 400 of
coefficients 401. Coefficients 401 are pre-calculated or pre-
determined for storage in oversampled filter 230 in memory
readily accessible by filter coefficient module 240. For
example, the coefficients can be stored in a lookup table in an
FPGA.

Even though a top view of filter grid 400 may appear flat or
planar, such filter grid in a perspective view may not appear
flat or planar. FIG. 5 is a graphical perspective view depicting
an exemplary embodiment of a 2-D Gaussian filter 500. Even
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though a top view of a Gaussian filter 500 may appear as a flat
rectangle or square, such a 2-D Gaussian filter 500 in a per-
spective view may generally appear as illustratively depicted
in FIG. 5, where X and Y axes indicate number of taps in
horizontal and vertical directions, respectively, and a Z-axis
indicates magnitude values, which may be normalized, asso-
ciated with color, brightness, intensity, or other image param-
eter. Oversampled filter 230 of FIG. 2 in an embodiment may
be a 2-D Gaussian filter, such as Gaussian filter 500 for
example.

A peak 501 of Gaussian filter 500 may be a center of
oversampled filter 230. However, in other embodiments, such
peak 501 may be off-center in other embodiments. In short, a
destination pixel 303D is aligned to the center of a filter grid,
wherever such center of such oversampled filter 230 is
located. However, a destination pixel 303D may or may not be
aligned to a filter peak 501.

With simultaneous reference to FIGS. 2 through 5, coeffi-
cients 401 proximate to locations of source pixels 301 in filter
kernel 310 may be looked up in oversampled filter 230 for a
destination pixel 303D. For example, in an embodiment,
nearest neighbor coefficients 401 to each of source pixels 301
within filter kernel 310 may be selected as phase coefficients
401S to provide to filter convolution module 250. This
embodiment is illustratively depicted in FIG. 4. However, in
other embodiments, interpolation using a set of nearest neigh-
boring coefficients 401 to source pixels 301 within filter ker-
nel 310 may be used to generate values for phase coefficients
401S. It should be appreciated that “phase” as used herein
generally refers to a set of coefficients to be applied to the
destination pixels 301 in the vicinity of the destination pixel
of interest 303D. If a destination pixel happened to fall
directly on a source pixel, such source pixel could be used as
the destination pixel. However, generally a weighted average
of source pixels, with coefficients as weights, is used to pro-
vide a high-quality image.

Filter coefficient module 240 may be configured to select a
closest coefficient as a filter coefficient 401S from each set of
nearest neighboring coefficients 401 for each source pixel
301 within filter kernel 310 to provide a phase of filter for a
destination pixel 303.

Selected filter coefficients 401S, as generally indicated
with solid dots of coefficients 401, are for a destination pixel
303D. Even though the example of selecting a closest coef-
ficient to each source pixel 301 within filter kernel 310 is
described herein, other ways of selecting filter coefficients
401S may be used. For example, in another embodiment,
filter coefficient module 240 may use geometric formulas,
including without limitation determining a location in a poly-
gon, for processing nearest neighbor phase coefficients 401 to
a source pixel 301 to determine a filter coefficient 401S. In yet
another embodiment, for example, filter coefficient module
240 may be configured to use interpolation of nearest neigh-
bor coefficients 401 to a source pixel 301 to determine a filter
coefficient therefor.

For purposes of clarity by way of example not limitation, it
shall be assumed that closest phase coefficients 401 to source
pixels 301 within filter kernel 310 are selected from prede-
termined coefficients to provide a set of filter coefficients
401S as a phase of filter for a destination pixel 303D. Along
those lines, a set of filter coefficients 401S may be output from
filter coefficient module 240 for a destination pixel 303D. For
such selection, in an embodiment, destination pixel 303D
may generally be centered to filter kernel 310. In other words,
a fine filter grid 400 of oversampled filter 230 may generally
be centered to a destination pixel 303D.
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To recapitulate, filter coefficient module 240 may be used
to resolve a filter coefficient for each input pixel in the kernel
from a the oversampled filter to provide a phase of filter.

Convolution module 250 may be coupled to receive such
set of filter coefficients 401S and configured to apply such
filter coefficients to source pixels 301 within filter kernel 310
in a convolution to provide a convolution result. Generally, a
weighted average of filter coefficients 401S may be determine
to provide a value for destination pixel 303D. Such convolu-
tion result may be output from convolution module 252 to
normalization module 260. Normalization module 260 may
either normalize such convolution result, which in effect nor-
malizes filter coefficients 401S used to provide such convo-
Iution result, or normalize filter coefficients 401S prior to
convolving. Such normalized-convolution result may be pro-
vided as output 208. Output 208 may be any of a variety of
image parameters, including red, green, blue, blue-difference
chrominance, red-difference chrominance, luminance, or
luma, or any other image parameter. It should be understood
that each image parameter is generally processed separately,
so there may be multiple instances of predistortion block 210
in parallel to process a variety of image parameters in real-
time for live video viewing.

In order to process multiple destination pixels 303, there
may be multiple instances of predistortion block 210. Fur-
thermore, register stages 204, 206, and 207 may be respec-
tively located between mapper 220, oversampled filter 230,
filter coefficient module 240, convolution module 250, and
normalization module 260 for pipelined execution.

Coefficients 401 may be stored in oversampled filter 230 in
a non-normalized condition. In other words, predetermined
coefficients 401 may not be normalized for storage in over-
sampled filter 230. However, to eliminate or substantially
reduce gain, coefficients may be normalized. Because phase
coefficients 401 may be selected on a destination pixel basis
by filter coefficient module 240, there is no guarantee that
such selected phase coefficients 401 will exactly total to a sum
value of one for each destination pixel processed. Generally,
such total will not be exactly equal to one because for differ-
ent size filters a different number of taps may be used. In other
words, because destination pixels are dynamically processed
such that different filter sizes may be used between processed
destination pixels, normalization may be performed by sum-
ming such coefficients dynamically selected or applied. This
is to be contrasted with conventional video scaling for
example, where a fixed set of coefficients are normalized
when pre-computed such that their sum is exactly 1.

For FIR operation as described herein, after coefficients are
selected for a destination pixel, a coefficient-source pixel
result may be divided by the sum of such coefficients. This
dynamic determination for normalization facilitates use of a
single oversampled filter to span a wide variety of filter sizes
and/or phases.

FIG. 6-1 is a flow diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of a pixel processing flow 600-1. FIG. 6-2 is a flow
diagram depicting an exemplary embodiment of a pixel pro-
cessing flow 600-2. Pixel processing flows 600-1 and 600-2
are described simultaneously with reference to FIGS. 6-1 and
6-2.

Input pixels 601, which may be source pixels, are obtained.
At 602 an output pixel, namely a destination pixel, is obtained
in terms of input pixel coordinates, namely in terms of source
pixel coordinates. Optionally, at 602 any X and/or Y scale
factors for such destination pixel may be obtained. Option-
ally, at 603 it may be determined whether another destination
pixel is to be obtained. If at 603 it is determined that another
destination pixel is to be obtained, then more input pixels are
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provided at 601 for processing such other destination pixel. It
should be understood that processing may be pipelined as
generally indicated with operation 603. However, for pur-
poses of clarity and not limitation, the remainder of pixel
processing flows 600-1 and 600-2 is described in terms of
processing a single destination pixel.

At 604, source pixels obtained at 601 may be mapped or
remapped with respect to proximity to a destination pixel
obtained at 602. Such source pixels are mapped to a space of
a filter kernel subject to any X and/orY scaling of such filter
kernel. A user may set a default filter kernel size, which
generally is an odd integer by an odd integer. At 606, a filter
coefficient is resolved for each of the source pixels within the
filter kernel to provide the filter phase. Phase coefficients may
be selected from stored predetermined coefficients of the
oversampled filter. Such resolution of filter coefficients may
be by interpolation, selection of nearest neighbors, or other
suitable criteria. For example, bilinear interpolation may be
used in some applications; however, for other less rigorous
applications, nearest neighbor coefficients may be selected.
Furthermore, quality of result may be enhanced by storing
more coefficients in oversampled filter 230, namely an
enhanced granularity of coefficients stored may enhance
image quality. For purposes of clarity by way of example not
limitation, it shall be assumed that interpolation is used at 606
to obtain filter coefficients. This set or group of filter coeffi-
cients is a phase of filter for an associated destination pixel.
Moreover, such grouping of filter coefficients is capable of
dynamically changing for each destination pixel. For
example, destination pixels on a same scan line may have
different sets of filter coefficients. Additionally, the number of
filter coefficients may vary as between destination pixels
depending on the scaling of the filter kernel and how the
oversampled filter aligns with input pixel locations. For
example, the number of taps of an FIR filter used may vary
depending upon how many source pixels fall within a kernel
filter for a destination pixel. In order to address such variation,
phase coefficients selected, or obtained through interpolation
as described below, may be normalized.

In an embodiment, application of the oversampled filter
may generally be centered to the destination pixel of interest.
However, in other embodiments, even though the over-
sampled filter is centered over the destination pixel, some
portion ofthe coefficients may not be used, where there are no
source pixels available on one side of the destination pixels.
For example, this may occur near the border of an image.

Accordingly, polyphase scaling, such as for video scaling
or other image processing application, may be provided with
a single oversampled filter. Using interpolation of a set of
coefficients selected from such filter, which selection and
interpolation may be done dynamically or on-the-fly, filter
coefficients may be determined to provide a tailored or cus-
tomize phase of filter for a destination pixel being processed.
Furthermore, such same oversampled filter may be used for
horizontal and/or vertical filtering. Moreover, the same over-
sampled filter may be used for upscaling and/or downscaling.
Along those lines, generally any arbitrary ratio of any such
scaling may be employed. Additionally, a horizontal scaling
factor may be the same or different from a vertical scaling
factor.

To this point, pixel processing flows 600-1 and 600-2 are
the same. However, there is some difference between the two
flows in the following description, as shall become apparent.

With reference to pixel processing flow 600-1, at 608-1,
filter coefficients resolved at 606 are applied to associated
source pixels, namely the previously described source pixels
in a space of a filter kernel at 604, in a convolution to provide



US 9,317,895 Bl

13

a convolution result. Such convolution may be a horizontal
and/or a vertical convolution. At 609-1, such convolution
result may be normalized, and a normalized-convolved result
610 may be output. By normalizing a convolved result 610, a
single division may be used for such normalization in com-
parison to multiple divisions for normalizing each filter coef-
ficient, as described below. Such normalized-convolved
result 610 is a normalized value for a destination pixel, such
as a magnitude of an image parameter. However, as scaling
may be used, such normalized-convolved result 610 may be a
scaled-normalized value for a destination pixel. Generally,
such normalized-convolved result 610 may be thought ofas a
weighted average, where coefficient weights may not sum to
one. Accordingly, normalization may adjust or scale a value
for such destination pixel.

Interpolation, convolution, and normalization, as
described above, may all be performed within a single output
pixel time in hardware. Generally, when an image is scanned,
there is at least one pixel clock used for such scanning. A unit
interval of such pixel clock may be referred to a pixel time.

Because for example arbitrary scaling factors may be used,
a convolution result, whether horizontal and/or vertical, is
normalized by dividing such results by a sum of filter coeffi-
cients used for each destination pixel. For example, if an
interpolated phase of filter had coefficients A through H, and
coefficients A through H were convolved with eight source
pixels, P, through P, in either a horizontal or vertical direc-
tion, then a resulting output pixel value, P,, may be deter-
mined as follows:

P=(4Py+BP +CPy+ ... +GPc+HP;)/(A+B+
C+. .. +G+H).

Even though the example of eight coefficients and eight
source pixels was used, different amounts may be used in
other embodiments. By normalizing filter coefficients, a
single oversampled filter may be altered or change to accom-
modate any of a variety of downscaling and/or upscaling
ratios without changing overall brightness or other image
parameter of a convolved result. Additionally, normalization
may compensate for any numerical inaccuracies in an inter-
polation of a filter phase that might otherwise cause a dim-
ming or brightening, which may be more noticeable on mov-
ing images. It should be appreciated that any of a variety of
up, down, symmetric horizontal, symmetric vertical, asym-
metric horizontal, and/or asymmetric vertical types of scaling
may be used.

With reference to pixel processing flow 600-2, at 609-2,
filter coefficients resolved at 606 are normalized to provide
normalized versions of such filter coefficients. At 608-2, such
normalized versions of filter coefficients obtained at 609-2
are applied to associated source pixels, namely the previously
described source pixels in a space of a filter kernel at 604, in
a convolution to provide a convolution result. Such convolu-
tion may be a horizontal, a vertical, and/or a two dimensional
(“2-D”) convolution. At 610, a normalized-convolved result
may be output. Again, interpolation, convolution, and nor-
malization, as described above, may all be performed within
a single output pixel time in hardware.

It should be understood that any of a variety of a number of
phases and/or scales may be generated using an oversampled
filter as described herein. A set of filter coefficients may be
obtained specific to an output pixel, and such filter coeffi-
cients may be applied to input pixels surrounding such output
pixel in a convolution. Such convolution result for such filter
coefficients may be normalized allowing for phase and/or
scale variation. Furthermore, such variation facilitates appli-
cations associate with non-linear image mapping and/or non-
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uniform scaling, such as where output pixels are not evenly
space with respect to input pixels for example. In such appli-
cations, image quality may be provided uniformly without
aliasing. Furthermore, in applications where dynamic scaling
is used, namely where scale factors may change at an arbi-
trary rate, oversampled filtering as described herein may be
used.

For purposes of clarity by way of example and not limita-
tion, the example of real-time video filtering is used in order
to provide a more thorough appreciation of one or more
embodiments hereof. For real-time video filtering, filtering in
a horizontal direction and a vertical direction in separate
operations, namely separable filtering, may be computation-
ally efficient. Nevertheless, separable filtering may have limi-
tations when compared to 2-D filtering, such as previously
described for example. While the above-described Gaussian
filter may accurately be decomposed into separable filters,
some useful filters cannot be accurately decomposed into
separable filters, such as a 2-D windowed sinc filter for
example.

FIG. 7-1 is a perspective view depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a 2-D windowed sinc filter 710. In an embodi-
ment, oversampled filter 230 of FIG. 2 may be 2-D windowed
sinc filter 710. However, in another embodiment, windowed
sinc filter 710 may be used as a separable filter, namely a 1-D
windowed sinc filter, for filtering in a horizontal direction
and/or vertical direction. In other words, even in instances
where a grid of output pixels is not aligned, namely rotated,
with respect to a grid of input pixels, an asymmetric filter may
be used in a separable filter configuration. Thus, even where
output lines, e.g. grid of destination pixels, are curved or
rotated with respect to input lines, e.g. grid of source pixels,
asymmetric filters may be used. There may be applications
where filtering in a first direction and then filtering in a second
direction uses substantially fewer multiplications than filter-
ing in both directions at the same time. Furthermore, hereto-
fore, in GPUs, bilinear interpolation is used for texture map-
ping (i.e., render to texture) at a significant loss of quality;
however, here a multi-pass FIR filter may be used with the
ability to perform a variety of rotations and/or scalings with a
high image quality.

Heretofore, convolution of a 1-D windowed sinc filter 710
separately in the horizontal and vertical directions would
yield a poor or substantially inaccurate filter representation
result due to unwanted artifacts being added. However,
because arbitrary remappings may be used as described
herein, any 2-D filter may be used. In other words, either or
both accurately separable 2-D filters, such as 2-D Gaussian
filters for example, or inaccurately separable 2-D filters, such
as 2-D windowed sinc filters for example, may be used as
described herein with a high-quality image result.

FIG. 7-2 is a grid diagram a depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a warping map 700. Warping map 700 may be
specified by a sparse grid 701 of destination pixel locations,
namely destination pixels 303. In other words, destination
pixels 303 are a destination warped output. For example, if a
camera is off-axis or an object is off axis within a fixed field
of view of a camera, such as a camera with a fisheye lens for
example, then a warping map may be determined based on
various data points, such as for example position of camera,
position of observer relative to display, and virtual position
relative to camera. Such a warping may be used to determine
how source pixels from a camera are to map to destination
pixels of a display to provide a rectilinear image or an object
centered image without moving the camera. Moreover, mul-
tiple panoramic displays for example at various vantage view-
ing points may be provided from a single camera source.
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Furthermore, a heads-up display onto a curved windshield is
another example for predistortion.

Such sparse grid 701 of destination pixel locations may be
an (X, y) mapping unto a source pixel grid. Scale, namely X
and/or Y scale for example, may be specified for such map-
ping. In other words, destination pixels 303 are points for
which x, y location and X, Y scale, relative to source pixels,
may be stored. Warped grid 702 may represent source pixels,
namely an input.

A value for each destination pixel 303 may be determined
by convolving a filter phase therefor with surrounding source
pixels, as previously described. In other words, a customized
or tailored filter phase for a destination pixel 303, as previ-
ously described, may be convolved with source pixels 301 of
afilter kernel 310 to provide a value for such destination pixel
303.

Along those lines, it should be appreciated that a wide
range of magnification factors and/or reduction factors may
be accommodated using a single oversampled filter. In other
words, ability to stretch or shrink a filter kernel dynamically
according to each destination pixel instance may be used to
provide smooth transitioning from magnification to reduction
or from reduction to magnification with eftectively low-pass
filtering to reduce artifacts. Such low-pass filtering may be
automatic in a sense, because dynamic adjustment of a filter
kernel provides such filtering. Such low-pass filtering may be
additional in a sense, because the increase in the size of the
filter kernel increases the number of source pixels filtered and
lowers the cutoff frequency of the filter operation.

FIG. 8 is a graphical diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of separable filtering 800 using intermediate
pixels 804. In separable filtering 800, x’s represent source
pixels 301; squares represent destination pixels 303D; and
dots represent intermediate pixels 804.

As previously described, 2-D filtering may be performed
using separable 1-D filters provided, however, axes of source
and destination pixels are approximately aligned. Such
approximate alignment is to limit distortion and rotation.
Along those lines, a 1-D FIR filter may be applied to source
pixels 301 in a first direction to generate an intermediate pixel
804, where such intermediate pixel generally aligns with
destination pixels in a second direction orthogonal to the first
direction. For purposes of clarity by way of example and not
limitation, if the first direction is the y-direction, then inter-
mediate pixels 804 generally align with destination pixels in
the x-direction. For this example, generally vertical lines 802
represent a first direction of filtering. Intermediate pixels 804
may then be filtered in an orthogonal direction to such first
direction, such as the x-direction for example, to obtain a final
value for destination pixels 303. In this example, generally
horizontal lines 801 represent a second direction of filtering.
Thus, intermediate pixels 804 are for source pixels in an
x-direction and for destination pixels in a y-direction after
filtering in a y-direction, and destination pixels 303 are after
filtering in an x-direction along destination scan lines.

In FIG. 8, each of two 1-D filters may be provided analo-
gously with respect to a 2-D filter previously described
herein. Thus, in an embodiment, an oversampled filter in each
of predistortion blocks 210 and 211 of FIG. 2 may be a 1-D
filter, such as a 1-D FIR filter for example. In another embodi-
ment, a 2-D filter may be used separated into 1-D phases.
However, processing of pixels is as previously described.
Along those lines to briefly summarize, a custom filter phase
may be generated based on location of output pixels with
respect to the input pixel grid and on scale, as follows. Coef-
ficients may be looked up by an oversampled filter according
to locations of input pixels with respect to a filter kernel and
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according to scale of input-to-output pixels. Such filter kernel
may be centered to an output pixel, and size of such filter
kernel may vary according to scaling. Normalization may be
provided by dividing a result of each FIR filter operation by a
sum of coefficients for such operation.

FIG. 9 is a graphical diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a filter phase 900 for 1-D filtering. In filter
phase 900, a distribution 901 of filter coefficients and associ-
ated magnitudes of the filter coefficients, such as from an
oversampled filter lookup table, is illustratively depicted as a
bell-shaped curve. Solid dots 902 indicate selected filter coef-
ficients. Clear dots represent stored coefficients 903. A des-
tination pixel 303D may be centered to distribution 901.
Destination pixels 303 are represented as squares, and source
pixels 301 are represented as circles.

With simultaneous reference to FIGS. 8 and 9, separable
filtering is further described. In response to rows and columns
of source pixels 301 being approximately orthogonal with
respect to rows and columns of destination pixels 303, a
non-linear separable filtering as described herein may be
used. Such non-linear separable filtering as described herein
may be useful to reduce computational load. It should be
appreciated that non-linear separable filtering as described
herein may be used for non-linear warping. Furthermore, 1-D
phases may be customized or tailored dynamically for each
output location, such as destination pixel 303D for example,
responsive to location and scaling of such destination pixel
with respect to a source pixel grid.

FIG. 10 is a graphical diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of aradial storage 1000 for an oversampled filter
230. X-axis 1001 generally indicates a distance from a center
of'the filter kernel, and y-axis 1002 generally indicates coef-
ficient magnitude. Dots or circles indicate stored coefficients
903.

In an embodiment where 2-D filtering is used without
being separated into 1-D phases, multiple copies of over-
sampled filter 230 may be used to look up multiple coeffi-
cients in parallel. With respect to video filters for example,
such filters may be nominally circular and radially symmet-
ric. To reduce storage size of such an oversampled filter 230,
asingle quadrant of coefficients may be stored, for example in
oversampled filter 230, to generate an entire spectrum of
coefficients to be used. In another embodiment, filter coeffi-
cients may be stored in a radial 1-D orientation and looked up
by distance from the center of a filter kernel. In either of such
embodiments, storage requirements of an oversampled filter
230 may be substantially reduced. With respect to the latter
embodiment, reduction in storage size may be exponential.

For purposes of clarity by way of example and not limita-
tion, an oversampled filter 230 of size 64x64 coefficients may
be used, namely approximately 4000 coefficients in total with
approximately 1000 coefficients per quadrant. For such an
embodiment, coefficients stored could be reduced to a 32x32
coefficient array, namely one quadrant. The other three quad-
rants of coefficients may be provided using the one quadrant
of coefficients stored. Even though this numerical example is
used, it should be understood that other coefficient array sizes
may be employed. In an FPGA embodiment, coefficients may
be stored in distributed RAM using a single fabric lookup
table per bit.

FIG. 11 is a graphical diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a 2-D filter phase 1100 constructed from a
1-D oversampled filter based on distance from a center 1101
of a filter kernel 310. In this embodiment, coefficient coordi-
nates 1102, which nominally may be specified as (X, y) pairs,
may be converted to distance from center 1101 of a filter
kernel 310. For example, distance, d, may be set equal to the
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square root of (x"2+"2). Squaring of coordinates may be done
dynamically; however, square roots may take too much time
to determine dynamically, and thus square root values may be
predetermined and stored in a lookup table. However, dis-
tances may entirely be determined dynamically or may
entirely be predetermined and stored in a lookup table.

Because coefficients may be stored in a lookup table, in an
embodiment each square root look up may be effectively
combined with a coefficient in a same lookup table. Coeffi-
cients may be stored such that addresses represent squared
distances. Other embodiments where addressing is manipu-
lated may likewise be used. Generally, it should be appreci-
ated that by storing coefficients, substantial accuracy and
efficiency in a 1-D, radially addressed lookup table may be
obtained. In embodiments with multiple copies of over-
sampled filter 230, such a reduction in memory usage may be
substantially beneficial.

FIG. 12 is graphical diagram for a top view depicting an
exemplary embodiment of an approximation of an elliptical
filter 1200. X-axis 1201 and y-axis 1202 may represent the
orientation of the grid of destination pixels to which the filter
will be applied. The concentric ellipses represent the contours
of equi-valued coefficient in the filter. In an embodiment,
change of shape of an applied filter may be performed on a per
pixel basis. Such dynamic alteration of shape of an applied
filter on a per pixel basis may be useful, for example, in
connection with edge detection to preserve edge sharpness.
Dynamic shaping of an applied filter may be performed by
changing a mapping of oversampled filter 230 as that filter is
applied to source pixels 301. For purposes of clarity by way of
example not limitation, suppose a particular destination pixel
303 being calculated or otherwise processed is detected to lie
near a strong edge at an angle 1203, such as approximately
30° for example, of orientation from a horizontal axis, namely
x-axis 1201. To reduce blurring of such strong edge, as well as
possibly to reduce ringing depending on an oversampled filter
230, oversampled filter 230 may have its filter coordinates
compressed in a direction perpendicular to such edge. This
compression may form an approximate elliptical filter 1200
for such oversampled filter 230 with a major axis 1204 thereof
parallel to such strong edge.

Accordingly, similar variations of a basic or default filter
shape may be realized by manipulation of filter coordinates
used to look up coefficients of oversampled filter 230. The
above example of a 30-degree edge indicates steps that may
be used to obtain a coefficient for a particular source pixel. By
determining a cosine between a vector from a filter center to
such source pixel and orientation of such edge, and by deter-
mining two subtracted from such cosine result to provide a
resulting number to scale distance from such a source pixel to
such filter center, the resulting distance may be used to look
up a coefficient, such as in a lookup table (“LUT”), for such
source pixel. Effectively, source pixels perpendicular to an
edge may use coefficient addresses twice as distant as coef-
ficient addresses parallel to the edge, and thus contribute less
to edge blurring for example. Accordingly, it generally should
be understood that the above example may be used to calcu-
late distances for coefficient look ups. However, in other
embodiments, approximations may be used, and calculations
may be simplified by predetermining values for storage in a
lookup table. However, in either or both embodiments,
dynamic filter shaping may be used.

Head Up Display

With the above description borne in mind, a head up dis-
play, such as for a vehicle for example, is further described.
Such head up display is described below as being in an auto-
mobile; however, in other embodiments other types of
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vehicles may be used. More particularly, a head up display
with a wide angle of view displayable on an automobile
windshield is described, where images from sensors, cam-
eras, and/or navigation imagery may be digitally distortion
corrected, rotated, and/or scaled. Such image processing may
be to match an out-the-window view of a driver of such an
automobile. Furthermore, a wide field of view, use of dash-
board surface, and/or registration of sensor/navigation imag-
ery may be provided with such an out-the-window view
accounting for driver viewing position.

It should be appreciated that a head up display (“HUD”)
includes a display device and image combiner. For automo-
biles, a windshield may be used as an image combiner; how-
ever, a windshield has limitations associated with having an
aspherically curved surface which causes distortion. Further-
more, a display device and optics conventionally were
embedded in a dashboard, which limited placement and avail-
able area for such display device.

FIG. 13 is a pictorial diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a conventional HUD-out-the-window view
1300. An automobile having a dashboard 1301 and a wind-
shield 1302 may also have a conventional HUD system. Such
conventional HUD system may display a sensor image 1303
from a sensor camera. However, sensor image 1303 is small
and does not correspond spatially to a driver’s out-the-win-
dow view. This may be due to a limitation of a conventional
HUD system. Conventional HUD systems are limited to a
small area of a windshield such that: distortion is not severe;
and a HUD unit can fit inside a dashboard. In some conven-
tional HUD systems, an expensive windshield-specific
aspherical mirror is used to correct windshield introduced
distortion. Thus, a conventional HUD system to cover a larger
area of the windshield would involve: exotic optics to mini-
mize artifacts over such a large area; and a significant amount
of space within a dashboard to house such expansive optics.
Furthermore, placement of such optics relative to a wind-
shield for which they are specifically designed may be prob-
lematic.

FIG. 14 is a pictorial-block diagram depicting an exem-
plary embodiment of a HUD-out-the-window view (“HUD
view”) 1400. An automobile having a dashboard 1301 and a
windshield 1302 may also have one or more HUDs. In this
exemplary embodiment, a HUD 1450 is in-dashboard (“in-
dash”) mounted. In another embodiment, a HUD 1460 is
on-dashboard (“on-dash”) mounted. In yet another embodi-
ment, both an on-dash HUD 1460 and an in-dash HUD 1450
may be used. Either or both of HUDs 1450 and 1460 may be
coupled to a video processing and graphics module, such as
video processing and graphics module 1607 of FIG. 16 for
example. Such a video processing and graphics module may
include image predistorter 200, which includes a predistor-
tion block 210 of FIG. 2. Along those lines, predistortion
block 210 may be coupled to a global positioning system,
such as GPS 1606 of FIG. 16 for example, for projection of
navigation symbology; as described below in additional
detail. Image predistorter 200 may be configured to provide
an image of the navigation symbology predistorted for pro-
jection onto a windshield in perspective.

In contrast to HUD view 1300, HUD view 1400 on wind-
shield 1302 includes a large display of a sensor image 1403
registered and pre-distorted to correspond with an out-the-
window scene as seen by a driver. Sensor image 1402 may be
overlayed with correlated object identification symbology.
Also, a navigation direction arrow 1404 may be displayed
outside the boundaries of a conventional HUD view. Naviga-
tion direction arrow 1404 may likewise be registered and
pre-distorted to correspond with such an out-the-window
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scene, and may give an indication as to how far down the road
an upcoming right turn is to occur. This is just one example
among many of how use of more of windshield area for a
HUD may be beneficial. By providing more useful informa-
tion in front of a driver by utilizing a larger portion of a
windshield, driving may be made safer and easier.

Along those lines, visual artifacts may be corrected digi-
tally, and a top surface 1410 of dashboard 1301 may be used
for display to significantly increase display area. Sensor
images, such as infrared for night and/or foggy vision, may be
size and distortion corrected to match perspective from a
driver’s viewpoint. Navigation symbology, including GPS
navigation symbology, may be displayed in true perspective
over roads, among other out-the-window viewable objects.
Furthermore, multiple displays may be accommodated. Use
of expensive windshield-shape-specific optics may be
avoided, and mirrors may be planar or spherical mirrors rather
than aspherical mirrors. Distortion correction for a HUD may
be adaptable to a wide variety of windshields and/or display
placement options. Fine registration of a HUD image for
drivers with different heights and seat positions may be pos-
sible in a simple procedure analogous to adjusting a rearview
mirror. Other display technologies that can take non-planar
shapes, such as organic light emitting diode (“OLED”) for
example, may be incorporated into a dashboard design. Addi-
tionally, common and inexpensive lenticular material may be
used over on-dash displays to block a driver’s direct view of
a display, such that only an image reflected, namely a
reflected image, in a windshield is seen. Moreover, rear and
side view camera views may be positioned on a windshield
for more convenient viewing.

For an in-dash HUD 1450, a virtual image may be made to
appear further from a driver. As previously described herein,
digital image warping may be used to perform distortion
correction. Thus, a single HUD 1450 may be used with any
windshield, which enhances economic feasibility of such a
system as economies of scale are promoted. Furthermore,
image size and location may be adjusted to coincide with
driver position.

FIG. 17 is a flow diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of a HUD setup flow 1700. HUD setup flow 1700 is
further described with simultaneous reference to FIGS. 14
and 17.

At1701, a 3D model of a windshield shape and location of
windshield 1302 is obtained. This 3D model may be a math-
ematical model. At 1702, the 3D model obtained at 1701 is
stored in memory, such as of module 1607 of FIG. 16. Such
3D model may be stored either as samples or with equations.
At1703, a3D model of location of a HUD 1450 and optics for
such a HUD 1450 are obtained. At 1704, the 3D model
obtained at 1703 is stored in memory, such as of module 1607
of FIG. 16. Once the 3D models at 1702 and 1704 are stored,
they may be reused for each driver position or reposition as
described below.

At 1705, position of a driver is determined. It is assumed
for purposes of clarity and not limitation that a HUD 1450 for
a driver is used. However, there likewise may be a HUD
system for a passenger and/or a HUD 1460. In an embodi-
ment for positioning a HUD 1450 for a driver, two small dots
1451, such as may be inscribed or otherwise located on a
windshield 1302, are used. Even though two dots are used,
any number of dots or other objects may be used for this
alignment.

HUD 1450 projects a virtual image of two small dots. A
driver then positions the two virtual dots imaged for respec-
tive alignment with dots 1451. Positioning of HUD displayed
dots by a driver may be performed with power adjustment
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controls, which may be similar to power mirror adjustment
controls, for position a HUD 1450. Thus, a complete geom-
etry of driver’s viewing position to a HUD image is estab-
lished. Likewise, geometry of a camera’s field of view to a
driver’s viewing position may be established.

At 1706, a distortion map is created. Such distortion map
may be created by accessing the 3D models stored, and then
mapping pixels at a source display to a destination in a virtual
image for adriver’s position. Creation of a distortion map was
previously described elsewhere herein, and thus is not
repeated here. At 1707, using the distortion map created at
1706, distortion correction, or warping, is performed, such as
previously described elsewhere herein, and thus is not
repeated here. Operations 1705 through 1707 may be per-
formed only when a driver’s position changes, and thus such
operations do not have to be performed as real-time calcula-
tions throughout a driving experience. In addition to flexibil-
ity to account for any of a variety of different windshield
shapes, registration of an image to each driver’s view is facili-
tated.

On-dash HUD 1460 may be used in place of, or in addition
to, in-dash HUD 1450. By being on-dash, on-dash HUD 1460
may be positioned such that it does not interfere with venti-
lation ducts, instruments, steering column, and/or other com-
ponents within dashboard 1301. Furthermore, HUD 1460
may be flush mounted. For purposes of clarity by way of
example and not limitation, HUD 1460 may include an LCD
or other flat panel display inserted in a surface of dashboard
1301 with a selectable HUD application (“app”), such as an
iPhone or iPad app. In another embodiment, an OLED flex-
ible display may be incorporated into a top surface 1410 of
dashboard 1301. Curving of such a flexible display may intro-
duce some distortion; however, such distortion may be
accommodated by registration and digital distortion correc-
tion, as previously described.

FIG. 15 is a ray-trace diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a driver’s view with an on-dash HUD 1460
having a lenticular cover 1505. In order to prevent driver
distraction from direct viewing of a flat display panel or a
flexible display panel of a HUD 1460, a lenticular cover 1505
may be placed over such panel to block a driver’s direct view
1503. Furthermore, use of such a lenticular cover 1505 may
reduce extra ambient light from such panel, which may be
distracting during nighttime driving conditions.

In an embodiment, a lenticular plastic used to provide
lenticular cover 1505 is aligned to pixels of a display panel
1510 of HUD 1460. Such alignment may be with the grain of
lenticular lenses of lenticular cover 1505 oriented perpen-
dicular to a driver’s line of sight, namely perpendicular to a
reflected visible view 1502 of driver 1504. Lenticular lenses
of lenticular cover 1505 have a limited viewing angle 1506
which blocks an offset angle view 1503 from a driver 1504,
but allows a more direct view, such as perpendicular view
1512, to pass for being reflected in windshield 1302 to pro-
vide a reflected visible view 1502 for a driver 1504.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary
embodiment of a HUD system 1600 for an automobile 1610.
In this exemplary embodiment, a right-side camera (“RSC”)
1605, an infrared (“IR”) sensor 1604, a left-side camera
(“LSC”) 1603, a GPS 1606, and a rear camera 1602 are
coupled to provide input to a video processing and graphics
module 1607. An FPGA may be used to provide video pro-
cessing and graphics module 1607. A HUD image may be a
composite from several sources. For example, a sensor image,
such as an IR image, may be combine with object identifica-
tion symbology, and navigation arrows with 3D perspective
rendered by a graphics processing unit (“GPU”) of video
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processing and graphics module 1607. Thus, an integrated 3D
perspective image may be provided.

An FPGA and/or one or more other integrated circuit dies
may be used to provide video processing and graphics module
1607. For purposes of clarity by way of example and not
limitation, video processing and graphics module 1607 may
further include memory, registers, and/or other means for
registering one or more sensor images and/or one or more
navigation symbols with one or more camera images to pro-
vide a 3D perspective view in a display image that incorpo-
rates sensor information and/or navigation information into
such 3D perspective view. For purposes of clarity by way of
example and not limitation, such one or more integrated cir-
cuit dies are illustrative depicted as block 1699.

Sensor images and/or navigation symbols may be regis-
tered with one or more visual images, generally image infor-
mation, to effectively provide a real-world 3D perspective
view. Even though only one sensor camera is illustratively
depicted, in other embodiments more than one sensor camera
may be used. Furthermore, even though three visual cameras
are illustratively depicted, in other embodiments fewer or
more than three visual cameras may be used.

Video processing and graphics module 1607 in addition to
a GPU may include one or more embedded processors and
one or more DSPs. An embedded process may perform updat-
ing of a distortion map responsive to user input. A GPU may
render navigation information in 3D perspective, such as a
desired route represented as a wide line down a road, and
symbology (e.g., speed, heading, and temperature, among
others). Distortion correction, image enhancement (such as
automatic gain control), object recognition, and/or video
overlays, among other forms of image processing may utilize
DSP capabilities of an FPGA. Opacity, size and location of
various elements may be adjusted to reduce a driver’s visual
work load. Video processing and graphics module 1607 may
include image predistorter 200, which includes a predistor-
tion block 210 of FIG. 2. Image predistorter 200 is capable of
projection of navigation symbology responsive to position
information from GPS 1606, where image predistorter 200
may be configured to provide an image of navigation sym-
bology predistorted for projection onto a windshield 1302 in
perspective, as previously described.

A composite output may be provided from video process-
ing and graphics module 1607 to HUD 1450. HUD 1450 may
projectanimage 1612 onto a planar mirror 1608 for reflection
off of windshield 1302 for visual perception by observer or
driver 1504. Image 1612 may include sensor information
and/or 3D navigation information. Additionally, speed and
status information 1613 and rear/side view camera video
1611 may be output from video processing and graphics
module 1607 to other HUDs (not shown) for reflection off of
windshield 1302.

Along those lines, multiple displays can be used to display
different information. Most of top surface 1410 of dashboard
1301 may be available as a display for one or more HUDs
1460. For example, dash-top displays could be used near the
front to display speed and status information 1613. Sensor
information combined with 3D navigation information may
be generated in-dash in HUD 1450 for a main line of sight as
image 1612, and on-dash HUDs 1460 near a driver may be
used to display images from rear and side cameras for quick
reference.

In other embodiments, a miniature laser projection tech-
nology, such as Pico-P for example, may be placed on top
surface 1410 of dashboard 1301. A removable display, such
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as a tablet for example, may be used. Non-linear, non-spheri-
cal, ghost image cancellation using image processing may be
used.

While the foregoing describes exemplary embodiments,
other and further embodiments in accordance with the one or
more aspects may be devised without departing from the
scope thereof, which is determined by the claims that follow
and equivalents thereof. Claims listing steps do not imply any
order of the steps. Trademarks are the property of their
respective owners.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus, comprising:

a mapper configured to receive destination pixel informa-
tion in terms of a source pixel space, and configured to
generate a 2-dimensional filter kernel for source pixels
for the destination pixel information;

an oversampled filter including predetermined coefficients
having a first grid finer than a second grid of the source
pixel space;

the oversampled filter is coupled to the mapper and con-
figured to filter the source pixels to the first grid pattern
of the predetermined coefficients for selection of filter
coefficients from the predetermined coefficients;

a filter coefficient module configured to select the filter
coefficients from the predetermined coefficients stored
in the oversampled filter based on proximity to the
source pixels in the filter kernel for each of the source
pixels in the filter kernel;

the filter coefficient module configured to predistort a digi-
tal image associated with the source pixels for non-
linear image mapping;

a convolution module coupled to the mapper and the filter
coefficient module and configured to receive the source
pixels and the filter coefficients, respectively, and con-
figured to apply the filter coefficients to the source pixels
in a convolution to generate a convolution result; and

a normalization module configured to normalize either the
convolution result or the filter coefficients.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:

the oversampled filter is a finite impulse response filter; and

the finite impulse response filter includes a lookup table for
storing the predetermined coefficients.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the normal-
ization module is configured to receive the convolution result
from the convolution module and configured to normalize the
convolution result.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:

the normalization module is coupled to receive the filter
coefficients from the filter coefficient module and con-
figured to generate normalized versions of the filter
coefficients;

the normalization module is coupled to provide the nor-
malized versions of the filter coefficients to the convo-
lution module; and

the convolution module is configured for application of the
normalized versions of the filter coefficients to the
source pixels for the convolution.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the mapper
is further coupled to receive an X-scaling factor and a Y-scal-
ing factor for the destination pixel information.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the over-
sampled filter is configurable with respect to size, shape, and
orientation responsive to scaling and content of an image
associated with the destination pixel information.

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:

the filter coefficient module is configured to store the filter
coefficients in a lookup table for retrieval; and
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the lookup table is configured to retrieve the filter coeffi-
cients responsive to distance from a center of the over-
sampled filter.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:

the oversampled filter is configured to be dynamically
shaped responsive to an applied filter; and

the filter coordinates used to look up the predetermined
coefficients of the oversampled filter are remappable
responsive to the applied filter.

9. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:

the filter coefficient module is configured to store the pre-
determined coefficients in a lookup table with addresses
representing distances; and

the lookup table is configured as a one-dimensional, radi-
ally addressed lookup table.

10. A vehicle, comprising:

a video and graphics processing module having an image
predistorter;

the image predistorter having a filter coefficient module
including an oversampled filter configured to predistort

a digital image for a non-linear image mapping of a

display image to a three dimensional perspective;

the image predistorter including:

a mapper configured to receive destination pixel infor-
mation in terms of a source pixel space, and config-
ured to generate a 2-dimensional filter kernel for
source pixels for the destination pixel information;

wherein the destination pixel information is for the navi-
gation symbology;

the oversampled filter including predetermined coeffi-
cients having a first grid finer than a second grid of the
source pixel space;

the oversampled filter coupled to the mapper and con-
figured to filter the source pixels to the first grid pat-
tern of the predetermined coefficients for selection of
filter coefficients from the predetermined coeffi-
cients;

the filter coefficient module configured to select the filter
coefficients from the predetermined coefficients
stored in the oversampled filter based on proximity to
the source pixels in the filter kernel for each of the
source pixels in the filter kernel; and

the filter coefficient module configured to predistort the
digital image associated with the source pixels for the
non-linear image mapping thereof;

ahead up display (“HUD”) coupled to the video and graph-
ics processing module;

a global positioning system coupled to the video and
graphics processing module;

at least one camera coupled to the video and graphics
processing module;

wherein the global positioning system is configured to
generate navigation symbology for the video and graph-
ics processing module responsive to position informa-
tion;

wherein the video and graphics processing module is con-
figured to register the navigation symbology from the
global positioning system with image information from
the atleast one camera, and further configured to provide
the display image;

wherein the image predistorter is configured to predistort
the digital image for projection of the display image onto

a windshield in the three dimensional perspective; and

wherein the HUD is configured to receive the predistorted
display image for projection thereof.
11. The vehicle according to claim 10, wherein the image

predistorter comprises:
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a convolution module coupled to the mapper and the filter
coefficient module and configured to receive the source
pixels from the mapper and the filter coefficients from
the filter coefficient module, and configured to apply the
filter coefficients to the source pixels in a convolution to
generate a convolution result; and

anormalization module coupled to the convolution module
or the filter coefficient module and configured to nor-
malize either the convolution result or the filter coeffi-
cients, respectively.

12. The vehicle according to claim 10, wherein the HUD is
configured to project the predistorted display image onto the
windshield in the three dimensional perspective visually
aligned with real-world objects viewable by a driver.

13. The vehicle according to claim 10, wherein the HUD is
an on-dash HUD.

14. The vehicle according to claim 10, further comprising:

a lenticular material positioned over the HUD;

wherein the display image is not directly viewable due to
being obscured by the lenticular material; and

wherein the display image is configured for viewing as a
reflected image in the windshield.

15. A vehicle, comprising:

a video and graphics processing module having an image
predistorter;

the image predistorter having a filter coefficient module
including an oversampled filter configured to predistort
a digital image for a non-linear image mapping of a
display image to a three dimensional perspective;

the image predistorter including:

a mapper configured to receive destination pixel infor-
mation in terms of a source pixel space and configured
to generate a 2-dimensional filter kernel for source
pixels for the destination pixel information;

the oversampled filter including predetermined coeffi-
cients having a first grid finer than a second grid of the
source pixel space;

the oversampled filter coupled to the mapper and con-
figured to filter the source pixels to the first grid pat-
tern of the predetermined coefficients for selection of
filter coefficients from the predetermined coeffi-
cients;

the filter coefficient module configured to select the filter
coefficients from the predetermined coefficients
stored in the oversampled filter based on proximity to
the source pixels in the filter kernel; and

the filter coefficient module configured to predistort the
digital image associated with the source pixels for the
non-linear image mapping thereof;

ahead up display (“HUD”) coupled to the video and graph-
ics processing module;

at least one sensor camera coupled to the video and graph-
ics processing module;

atleast one visual camera coupled to the video and graphics
processing module;

wherein the video and graphics processing module is con-
figured to register a sensor image from the at least one
sensor camera with a visual image from the at least one
visual camera, and further configured to generate the
display image;

wherein the image predistorter is configured to predistort
the digital image for projection of the display image onto
a windshield in the three dimensional perspective; and

wherein the HUD is configured to receive the predistorted
display image for projection thereof.

16. The vehicle according to claim 15, wherein the image

predistorter includes:
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a convolution module coupled to the mapper and the filter
coefficient module and configured to receive the source
pixels from the mapper and the filter coefficients from
the filter coefficient module, and configured to apply the
filter coefficients to the source pixels in a convolution to
generate a convolution result; and

anormalization module coupled to the convolution module
or the filter coefficient module and configured to nor-
malize either the convolution result or the filter coeffi-
cients, respectively.

17. The vehicle according to claim 15, wherein the HUD is

an in-dash HUD.

18. The vehicle according to claim 15, wherein the HUD is
an on-dash HUD.

19. The vehicle according to claim 15, wherein the HUD is
configured to project the predistorted display image onto the
windshield in the three dimensional perspective visually
aligned with real-world objects viewable by a driver.

20. The vehicle according to claim 15, further comprising:

a lenticular material positioned over the HUD;

wherein the display image is not directly viewable due to
being obscured by the lenticular material; and

wherein the display image is configured for viewing as a
reflected image in the windshield.
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